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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 July 2007 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1,3-9 and 11-16 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. The Examiner notes for the record that his earlier holding that the amended 
claims as now filed in this RCE application are distinguishable over the prior art of 
record took place (i.e. the Final Rejection mailed 3/14/07) before the Supreme Court 

decision of KSR International Co. v Teleflex Inc., 550 US , 82 USPQ2d 1385 (April 

30, 2007), which as applicants' are well aware has significantly changed the law of 
obviousness under 35 USC 103. Since a major element in the Examiner's earlier 
finding of patentability significantly involved the absence of any motivation in the primary 
reference for making the improved solvent resistance possessing structures exhibited 
by the articles of the claimed invention, which motivational statement is an issue that the 
KSR holding directly addresses, the Examiner believes that he is required to withdraw 
his earlier holding of allowability in view of the following prior art rejections set forth 
below. 

3. Claims 1, 3-9, 11-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over JP '306 machine translation taken in view of JP '791 machine translation. The 
references are again relied upon for their specific teachings as previously set forth 
during prosecution, with the prior art combination, primarily JP'306, believed to either 
substantially disclose or render obvious the claimed genuses of articles, although as 
earlier stated (Paragraph No. 5 of the Final Rejection, Paper No. 20070306) JP '306 is 
silent in its disclosure as regards the alleged poor solvent resistance which applicants 
state that it possesses. The secondary reference, however, addresses the problem of 
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improved solvent resistance by including a suitable amount of a cellulosic resin such as 
nitrocellulose which functions as a solvent drying resin when, e.g. it is applied to a 
triacetyl cellulose film. Accordingly, while modifying the JP '306 disclosed genus of 
articles in the manner suggested by JP '791 is believed to enhance the solvent 
resistance of the primary reference articles by incorporating a suitable amount of such a 
cellulosic resin into the JP '306 structure, it is also believed to run afoul of the broad 
holding set forth in KSR. That is, the relevant holdings are believed to be summarized 
by the statements that an article is not believed to be patentable if it is formed by either 
combining prior art elements according to known methods to yield predictable results, or 
, perhaps more relevantly, it is formed by simple substitution of a known element for 
another to obtain a predictable result. In the present application the primary reference 
genus of articles are treated to improve their resulting solvent resistance by modifying 
their structures by incorporating into their adhesive layer elements including a suitable 
cellulosic resin that is taught by the secondary reference as improving the resultant 
article's solvent resistance and thereby obtaining what the Examiner clearly believes is 
a very predictable result from the teaching of the secondary reference, JP '791 , namely 
laminated articles having improved solvent resistance together with their previously 
desirable properties. As regards those dependent claims which the Examiner did not 
reject on prior art grounds in the Final Rejection the Examiner does not now believe that 
stating in the independent claim that the cellulose resin "has an ester bond" is a suitable 
distinguishing characteristic, and the remaining dependent claims are believed to be 
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suitably treated in the manner set forth in Paragraph No. 4 of Paper No. 061206, the 
initial Office Action in the application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Zirker whose telephone number is 571-272-1486. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 8:30 to 6:00. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be reached on 571-272-1478. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Daniel Zirker/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1771 



